Carmen Wiirth Forum

Kinzelsau, Germany 2006-2020

The Adolf Wirth company is one of the world’s largest retailers of assembly and
fastening materials, with its headquarters situated near the town of Kiinzelsau in
southern Germany. The brief called for a large events hall and a smaller hall for chamber
music recitals. The complex not only serves the needs of the company but can also be
used for external events.

The new building is placed at a short distance from the main office complex and
surrounded by open fields. It is embedded in the landscape, with the chamber music hall
and the lower part of the events hall hidden beneath a natural mound. Incisions in the
hillside are made on either side of the mound and establish two framed external spaces.
These are flanked by retaining walls of concrete, poured in layers that make reference to
the sediment strata of the site. The larger southern forecourt leads to the main entrance
and serves as a forum for diverse outdoor events, such as open-air concerts. The multi-
purpose event hall, which is accessed from a naturally lit foyer, provides space for 3,500
people, and has a trussed-steel roof. While the lower half of the hall is sunk into the
ground, the upper gallery level rises above the highest point of the site and is glazed on
all sides.

The foyer also provides access to the more intimate chamber music hall, which from the
outside is only perceptible as a modulation of the landscape. This hall seats up to 600
people and is lined in walnut. The company’s corporate colour of red runs throughout the
design of the interior spaces, appearing in the seating of the chamber music hall as well
as in the flooring of both the foyer and the events hall. Sculptures from the collection of
Reinhold Wiirth enrich the green spaces surrounding the building.

In a second construction phase, a flexible conference area and an art museum extend
the existing concert hall and large event hall. The diverse range of functions further
establishes the complex’s conceptual idea of a forum and allows the building to be open
continuously, in particular due to its use as a museum. The contemplative exhibition
spaces, dedicated to exquisite pieces from the Wiirth Collection, provide a counterpoint
to the event spaces. The museum with its café and foyer includes a large, divisible
exhibition hall with daylight atmosphere and a smaller, more intimate graphics art
gallery. Through a glazed belvedere, the museum opens up to the vast landscape and
initiates a dialogue between the works of art and the place, continued in a sculpture park
set in the scenic surroundings of the Carmen Wiirth Forum.

The clear architecture of the forum adopts the forms and language of industrial
architecture, while refining it in terms of materiality. It seeks a sculptural engagement
not only with the surrounding landscape, but also with the clear forms of Wiirth's
company premises.
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