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Founded in 2003, SSENSE is a Canadian online fashion platform and clothing e-tailer
with a global presence. The company started online and decided to open a series
of physical locations. The Montreal space serves as the pilot for the store concept
designed in 2015. The resulting project sets new precedents in retailing. It is not
a conventional shop, but rather a cultural, social and retail venue, manifesting in
physical form the diverse nature of its digital foundation. Customers can experience
the space, meet, try on and wear the goods that they have preselected online, and
participate in cultural programming related to fashion and the arts.
The project involves the renovation of a derelict mid-nineteenth century building on
the Rue Saint-Sulpice in Vieux-Montréal, the oldest district in Montreal. The historic
brick and stone façades have been preserved and restored while a new five-storey
building has been inserted within. This insertion provides structural stability for the
old building shell. Minimising the structural elements, the concrete cores create two
main rooms on each level that provide a simple space suitable for hosting a range
of conceived programs. A double-height entrance lobby can be found on the ground
floor and a glazed rooftop café on the top floor.
The new structure is made entirely of black sandblasted concrete, cast in-situ,
and provides a permanent setting for the display elements that are conceived as
lightweight structures supported by floor-to-ceiling steel cables. The latter can easily
be installed and dismantled, communicating a sense of impermanence, in line with
the concept of rapid change and evolving needs.
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